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A Drop of News

The Maple City Stormwater Toolbox

New Series: Minimum Control Measures
Stormwater programming throughout the United States stems from the federal
Clean Water Act passed in 1972 which has had remarkable success in meeting its
goals of making the nation’s waterways swimmable and fishable once again. The
legislation regulates industrial and wastewater discharges and, more recently,
stormwater pollution.
Stormwater regulations stand out as unique because unlike point-sources of
pollution at industrial and wastewater sites, stormwater runoff from rain and
snowmelt is a non-point source meaning it has many different pathways for
pollutants to enter a waterway. To address this difference, stormwater
regulations for communities like Goshen requires implementing a number of
best management practices rather than meeting specific pollutant load standards.

Throughout Indiana, regulated communities must adopt “Minimum Control
Measures” (MCM) for pollutant load reductions. Check out the back page for
the start of a Newsletter series profiling Goshen’s work to meet each MCM.

Don’t Miss—Elkhart’s Enviro Fest
Elkhart’s 25th Enviro Fest will be held this
Saturday, August 20 from 3pm-9pm in
Elkhart’s Island Park.
Led by the Elkhart Environmental Center, the
event showcases the environmental conservation,
advocacy, and education efforts of dozens of
organizations and entities in the region.
Check out the activities, educational materials,
and opportunities provided by this year’s vendors.
Find Goshen Stormwater at the Elkhart County
Soil and Water Conservation booth.

More information at: elkhartenvirofest.com

MCM Tour
Minimum Control Measure: Public Outreach and Education
To meet the requirements of the City’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer (MS4) permit administered by the Indiana Department
of Environmental Management, Goshen’s Stormwater Department conducts public outreach and education to engage local
schools, residents, and businesses in stormwater management and raise awareness about stormwater quality concerns.
A few of the Stormwater Department’s education and outreach
activities over the last year:
•

Engaged local high school students in fish sampling to
evaluate river health (photo 1)

•

Hosted the first ever Water Fest to engage local residents on
watershed and drinking water activities (photo 2)

•

Organized a joint clean-up of Horn Ditch with Lippert
Components (photo 3)

•

Answered questions and talked with residents at First
Fridays, Arbor Day, and other celebrations

Report a Pollutant
Stormwater pollutants include anything other than rain that could flow or be washed into a
storm drain. If you see a pollutant entering a storm drain, please call 574-534-2201, send an
email to stormwater@goshencity.com, or submit a Stormwater Report through the City’s
“Report an Issue” button on the City of Goshen website, www.goshenindiana.org.
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