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The Maple City Stormwater Toolbox

Street Department’s Stormwater Services
The City of Goshen’s Street Department performs
essential

stormwater

services

that

benefit

stormwater quality and help to mitigate flood risks.
The Street Department’s street sweeping program
has helped keep thousands of tons of debris out of
our storm sewers over the years. On a typical day,
our sweepers collect anywhere from 2-6 loads of
sweepings depending on the season.
Without this service the leaves, sediment, road
salts, trash, and other pollutants that degrade water
quality would be carried by stormwater runoff to
our storm sewer system and into local waterways.
A caveat: these pollutants would run to our local

Brooms on the sweeper push leaves to a vacuum shoot which collects debris for transport.

waterways if they do not first clog stormwater drains which can cause localized flooding. For example, during the hail storm of
2019, hail shredded vegetation and the rains washed many leaves and other debris towards storm drains. The Street Department,
Stormwater Department, and other City Departments worked tirelessly to clear debris from storm drains during that event.
This graph shows the number of
15-ton truckloads (the size of
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our largest dump truck) of
debris collected by the street

sweeping program each year.
In 2006 that was 648 truckloads.
Since then, we have trended
down to about 100 truckloads
per year as our deicing process
has improved and significantly
reduced our road salt usage. A
bonus for budgets and water
quality!

August Pollutant Challenge
Will you help keep sediment out of our waterways?
Why is sediment a problem?
Sediment pollution is the largest pollutant by volume in our local waterways. While sediment can be naturally occurring, humancaused sources of sediment overload our waterways and degrade water quality.
Sediment can obstruct sunlight which limits aquatic plant growth and in turn lowers the water’s dissolved oxygen. Lowered
oxygen levels and gills clogged with sediment create a double whammy for our local fish species. In fact, dissolved oxygen levels
are the leading cause of fish die-off events! Sediment also acts as a carrier for other contaminants like heavy metals, chemicals, and
nutrients which latch on to the small particles. Finally, the process of sedimentation—deposits of sediment—in our waterways
reduces and degrades their aquatic habitats and limits their recreational uses (ie. Goshen Dam Pond!).

What can we do?
Human-caused sediment pollution comes from areas where our
activities strip the land’s vegetation. Thus, two major sediment

sources include farming and, in urban areas, construction activities.
The Stormwater Department’s construction inspection program
works to keep sediment out of our waterways by ensuring
contractors implement proper best management practices that limit
the amount of sediment and other pollutants entering waterways
through stormwater runoff. See a sediment issue at a construction
site? Let us here at the Stormwater Department know!
At home, stabilizing bare areas of lawns and other landscaping
A construction site with sediment-laden stormwater runoff.

with vegetation is the number one thing residents can do!

Report a Pollutant
Stormwater pollutants include anything other than rain that could flow or be washed into a
storm drain. If you see a pollutant entering a storm drain, please call 574-534-2201, send an
email to stormwater@goshencity.com, or submit a Stormwater Report through the City’s
“Report an Issue” button on the City of Goshen website, www.goshenindiana.org.
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