Plastic Concerns in Goshen Waterways

A Quick Introduction

What are the most common plastics found in Goshen
waterways?

8 Singleuse consumer plastids used in food service and
grocery. Includes things like plastic shopping bags, soda
bottles, and takaut containers, silverware, and drink cups

§ Microplastic bead$ about 5 mm in size, these beads have
been found in a range of colors.

§ Microplastic grinafi a dusiike microplastic observable to
the naked eye floating in the water and clinging to the high
watermarks on stream and river banks.

§ Microfibersi unobservable to the naked eye, but found in all
samples of Asiatic clams taken from Goshen waterways (fieldg
testing by City of Elkhart aquatic biologist Daragh Deegan).

What are the possible sources of our plastic pollution?

§ Storm drain$ trash littered on city streets can wash into
drains and directly into our waterways without treatment.

down river.

§ Wastewater Treatment Plamt microfibers from polyester
and other plastibased clothing fibers are easily shed i
washing machines. There are currently no commc
technologies for wastewater treatment plants to cles
microfibers from effluent.

§ /ndustryii industrial uses of plastics can lead to the discharge
of | arge volumes of pl astic |
good housekeeping practices fail to keep microplastics
contained ossite.

§ Upstream plastics in Goshen waterways may come from
upstream communities. Similarly, plastic from Goshen impact
Elkhart and other downstream communities.




